Pacemaker diagnostics to determine treatment and outcome in sick sinus syndrome with paroxysmal atrial fibrillation.
Sequential analysis of pacemaker diagnostics has been used to help manage the treatment and pacemaker program in patients who have sick sinus syndrome with documented paroxysmal atrial fibrillation. One hundred consecutive patients were followed for an average of 18 months. Knowledge of the atrial fibrillation burden led to major changes in medical management for half of the patients and changes to pacemaker programming for all. At the end of the study, 48 patients were free of arrhythmia with pacing although 14 required antiarrhythmic medication. We advocate using pacemaker diagnostics to improve patient management.